Friday, Oct 18, 2024

Fri-DP Duette Preserve Wagon Ride

Meet at ranger station, 2649 Rawls Road, Duette

Time: 8:30 am to 11:00 am.

Limited to 20 participants. No parking fees. Trip fee $S30 per person.

Leaders: Mike Elswick, Aedan Stockdale (941) 737-2254, Rangers; Gina Kent (352) 514-5607
and Adam Kent (314) 609-5513

Bring water, snacks, hat, insect repellant. Restrooms at the start. No other amenities.

You will be riding on an open wagon, so you must be able to climb up onto the wagon.

Come and take a ride back in time across an austere landscape where grasses, wildflowers, and palmetto still
dominate; where longleaf pine stands are being restored, Bachman’s sparrows and Florida Scrub Jays are
thriving. The wagon comfortably seats 20. Joining you will be the manager of the Manatee County land con-
servation Education and Volunteer Division, Aedan Stockdale and manager of the Resource Management
team Mike Elswick. They’ll discuss the history of the site, the plants and wildlife found there, and the restora-
tion and management efforts past and ongoing. The elevation of the wagon will increase your possibilities of
seeing the resident Florida Scrub Jays, possibly some Burrowing Owls, and plenty of other birds. The area is a
mix of pine flatwoods, oak hammock, wetlands, and scrub palmetto, so the birding possibilities are vast!

Directions from Brandon area:
Take Brandon Blvd/Rt 60 east to Lithia Pinecrest Rd.
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